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'He Loved All Sports' 


Youth Collapses, Dies 


DETROIT 
(AP) - 
A 15-year-old 
high school 


sophomore, whose mother said he loved to play sports 
despite a history of heart trouble, died Tuesday after he 
collapsed during a physical education class. 


The mother of Andre Williams, who died as he was 


rushed from Northern High School to Henry Ford 
Hospital, said her son had suffered from an enlarged 
heart for 10 years. She said a physician had given him 
permission to play in mild sports about five weeks ago. 


A school official said he did not know what Andre, 


described as a good student, was doing when he collapsed. • 


We have a note from the boy's doctor recommending 


moderate exercise and non-compeiilive sports," said 
Asst. Principal Nathaniel Leach. 


"But it's difficult lo say what he was doing. When you 


get two boys together and they're playing, soon (here is 
some competition." 


Dr. R. R. Kallman, who said he saw Andre Nov. 27 for 


the first and only time, said he suffered from a rheumatic 
heart and advised against competitive sports "like 
basketball." 


"He loved all sports," the youth's mother said "I 


couldn't keep him away from them." 


Congress Vs. Nixon 
In Two-Round Fight 


Democrat Lawmakers Hit President's 


Penny-Pinching, War Policies 


•WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
93rd Congress opens today with 
its Democratic 
majorities 


moving to challenge President 
Nixon's Indochina and spen- 
ding policies even before the 
sounding of the first gavel. 


House Democrats voted 154 


to 75 Tuesday to support 
legislation to cut off all war 
funds at once, subject'only to 
provisions for the return of U.S. 
prisoners and safe conduct for 
withdrawing American forces. 


And top Senate Democrats 


went to court in an attempt to 
force the Nixon administration 
to spend highway money that 
Congress has appropriated. 


Prior to the opening of 
1 the 


new Congress at noon today, 
Senate 
Democrats 
and 


Republicans 
scheduled 


separate 
caucuses. 
Mike. 


Mansfield of Montana and 
Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania 
had no announced opposition 
for re-election as Democratic 
and 
Republican 
leaders, 


respectively. 


Republicans have contests 


for 
several 
secondary 


leadership posts. Sens. John G. 
Tower of Texas and Robert 
Taft Jr. of Ohio are running for 
policy chairman, and Sens. 
Norris Cotton of New Hamp- 
shire and Wallace Bennett of 


Utah are seeking to chair the 
party conference. 


The Senate 
and 
House 


planned largely ceremonial 
opening sessions today with 
leaders of both houses vowing 
to reassert the role of Congress 
in the next two years. 


"We have our mandate loo," 


House Speaker Carl Albert told 
fellow Democrats after they 
voted 202 to 25 to designate him 
as their candidate for a second 
two-year term as speaker. 


Hep. Thomas P. O'Neill Jr. of 


Massachusetts, a white-haired 
political veteran and war oppo- 
nent, was elected by acclama- 
tion as the new Democratic 


K9 CRUISER IN THE DRINK: Sgt.David Sutherland of the Berrieii K9 patrol reported 
he was chasing a dog on Valley drive, Benton Harbor, at about 5-10 mph when the truck 
skidded on ice and into water-filled ditch Tuesday morning. Truck was pulled out, 
engine started and Sutherland resumed search for elusive dog. Sutherland said he was 
after stray dogs in the area that reportedly had been bothering children. (Staff photo) 


Michigan Kindergarten 
Enrollment Decreases 


leader, succeeding Hale Boggs 
of Louisiana. Boggs has been 
missing since a plane carrying 
him and Rep. Nick Begich of 
Alaska disappeared Oct. 17. 


O'Neill's successor as whip 


will be appointed Jan. 10. 


Seventeen senior Senate 


Democrats—the 
party's 


leaders and 15-committee 
chairmen—joined Tuesday in a 
federal court case that seeks to 
force Ihe Nixon administration 
lo spend highway funds voted 
by Congress. 


The move was described by 


sponsors as Ihe first step in a 
major effort lo challenge the 
administralion's refusal to 
spend certain domestic appro- 
priations. 


The senators filed a brief in a 


suil seeking to free over $80 
million in highway (rust funds 
frozen by the administration in 
its attempt to battle inflation by 
cutting federal spending. 


The suit was brought by the 


Missouri State Highway Com- 
mission to get that state's share 
of S7 billion that has been 
impounded by the adminis- 
tration. 


Ervin and the other Demo- 


crats contend that Congress, 
not the executive branch, 
should determine spending pri- 
orities. 


Democrats emerging from 


Tuesday's day-long caucus told 
reporters they were impressed 
by the determination expressed 
(See hack page, sec. I, col. 7) 
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Rent" snowmobile, Paw Paw 
Golf. 
Adv. 


HARBINGER OF 197!!?: If a kitten and guinea pig can 
begin New Year with mutual affection, why can't 
people? Evidently feline and rodent don't know they are 
supposed to be natural 
enemies. They 
arrived 


separately at Berrien Humane society shelter, 641 
South Crystal avenue, Benton township, where they are 
up for adoption as a duo or singularly. (Staff photo by 
Harry Smith) 


Ex-Mayor Reclaims 
Post At Bridgman 


I.ESTE KRVJMHIK 
Retains mayor's post 


BRIDGMAN — Bridgman 


ex-mayqr Lester Krumrie was 
not so ex last night following a 
ruling 
that 
his 
Dec. 
4 


resignation was not valid. 


Krumrie, asked to come to 


last night's city commission 
meeting to sign a letter making 


his resignation official, instead 
sat down and again presided r-.s 
mayor. 


Krumrie did not sign Ihe 


letter. 


Krumric's Dec. 4 resignation 


was said not to be valid in a 
letter lo the commission from 


TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS LINE: Mrs. Joantha Sieber, Fifth district court deputy clerk, 
operates the court's recently installed teletype connected with the Secretary of State's 
computer bank in Lansing. The teletype will allow court to obtain statewide driving 
records of every licensed person for use in traffic violation sentencing. Court now has 
only Berrien county driving records. Car, watercraft and snowmobile registration 
numbers can also be checked using the teletype. Berrien court is first to have such a 
machine outside of Detroit. Use of machine is provided by state; telephone lines to 
Lansing are rented by the court for $225 a month. (Staff Photo) 


Chalmer Ackcrman, city at- 
torney. Ackerman said that 
Krumrio's resignation, which 
was presented orally, should be 
in writing and should be ac- 
cepted by an official vole of the 
commission lo be effeclive. 


Ackcrman's ruling had the 


apparent effect of negating the 
appointment to the commission 
Dec. 22 of Harry Liske, who 
was selected by 
the com- 


missioners lo fill out Krumrie's 
term on the body. 


The commissioners were lo 


elect one of Iheir number to 
serve as mayor. No such 
election was held. 


Krumrie 
presenled 
his 


resignation to the commission 
following his election to the 
Berrien 
county 
board 
of 


commissioners 
at 
the 


November election. 


After last nighl's meeting, 


Kruric said Ihe information 
thai he was still legally mayor 
of 
Bridgman came as 
"a 


complete surprise" to him. He 
said he first learned of the 
situation when called during 
Ihe meeting. 


Asked if he intended lo stay 


on as mayor. Krumrie replied, 
"I have no comment at this 
lime." 


Asked if il is legal for him to 


serve as mayor and as a county 
commissioner simultaneously, 
he said "I was lold tonight that 
it was legal. Personally I don't 
know." 


He said he had been sworn in 


as county commissioner from 
Ihe 
!Hh 
dislrict 
earlier 


(Sec back page, sec. 1. col 4) 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) - Kindergarten 


enrollments are down over the past five 
years while enrollments in higher grades 
are up, the State Board of Education 
reports. 


Kindergarten enrollments totalled 185,293 


students during toe 1967-68 school year and 
dropped lo 153,206 students during Ihe 1971- 
72 school year, a decline of 12 per cent. 
. Meanwhile, public school enrollments in 
grades nine through 12 increased from 


552,693 students in 1967-68 to 539,330 students 
last year, an increase of 15.6 per cent. 


During the same period, enrollments in 


Michigan's two and four year public and 
private colleges jumped from 317,967 to 
450,152, a 27.4 per cent increase. 


Public education expenditures totaled 


more than $3.2 million in Michigan during 
the 1970-71 school year, the latest year for 
which figures are available. 


Michigan May Be Out Of Top Ten 


Red Tape Snarling Tourism 


, 
BAY CITY, Mich. (AP>- 


'y Michigan may have dropped 
', out of the nation's top ten vaca- 
/ lion spots partly because of 
•/ new government regulations 
9 and 
controls, 
the 
East 


1 Michigan Tourist Association 
i has reported. 
*| 
The main problem is attract- 


Jfj ing a greater snare of some 110 
•8 million travelers who will 


make a major U.S.A. vacation 
trip in 1973, the association said 
in a year-end report Tuesday. 


"A second problem is direct 


involvement of tourism busi- 
ness people and communities in 
environmental quality im- 
provement programs," the 
report said. 


"Consumers and purveyors 


of the tourism product today all 


face increasing regulations and 
controls, particularly in the 
utilization of natural re- 
sources," the report said. 


"Federal and state govern- 


mental departments will be 
trying to pass more reslrictive 
resource use measures, con- 
stituting'a problem to some 
people in the tourism busi- 
ness," it said. 


Subdivision of northern wil- 


derness areas into recreational 
and vacation home areas "may 
also qualify as a major tourism 
problem," Ihe reporl said. 


"Free enterprise, as we have 


known it in past years, will be 
operating 
under 
stricter 


control of bureaucrats," the 
report said. 


James H. Hall, executive 


vice president of Ihe Bay City- 
based association, said tourism 
is becoming "sophisticated and 
complex, a condition that calls 
lor more enlightened oper- 
ations, management and in- 
vestment direction." 


Kail said a study by National 


Family Opinion, Inc. listed 


(See back page,.sec. 1, <•!. «> 
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Getting The Feel Of Things 


HUD's Glum 
Christmas Party 


Although office partying in the holiday 


season has lost its exuberance of the '50s 
and '60s, the day before the joint closes 
down for Christmas and New Year's 
shows a relaxed gaiety. 


Nobody does any work to speak of. 
The girls incorporate some finery into 


their attire which is left at home most of 
the time. 


Eatables of the delicate variety are 


available and a cup of cheer emerges 
from hiding, if not with the boss' approval 
at least with a sense of resignation. 


Just the reverse of that jollity held sway 


on Friday, December 22d, in HUD's 
Washington headquarters. 


Not only was the punch nonalcoholic, 


the air was definitely flat. 


The reason for this gloom and doom is 


Nixon's announced intention to re- 
evaluate and re-orient the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 


More than one free spending outfit falls 


under Presidential disfavor as a high cost 
producer ofh'ttle result, but HUD feels the 
ax the most keenly. 


George Romney department as 


Secretary oh December 31st gave a 
speech which can be read from several 
directions. 


Optimism of a sort could be drawn when 


he said to his Department subordinates, 
"I don't want you to assume that what 
may be interpreted as steps backward 
may not be steps forward over the long 
run." 


This straining to find the silver lining in 


the storm's darkest cloud is off set by 
Romney's_opening remark: 


"If Winston Churchill had died at age 


65, he would have died a failure. His 
successes came after that age. So, I look 
forward to the future with ehthusiasm." 


Romney reached 65 last July 1st. 
Unless Nixon relents or a hostile 


Congress changes his mind for him, 
the Administration has two major 
operations scheduled for HUD. 


Starting immediately, New Year's Day 


to be exact, there would be an 18-month 
moratorium on new commitments for 
housing subsidies, including construction, 
rent supplements and mortgage money 
supplements. 
Suez Is Key 


When President Nixon said on 


November 7 that the Mideast conflict 
would receive a "very high priority" in 
his second administration, the attention of 
many observers once again focused on the 
Suez Canal. The canal, closed since the 
Israel-Arab war of 1967, was the object 
once before of American attempts to 
mediate and end to the Mideast 
stalemate. 


Whether Washington could be more 


successful in 1973 than it was before is 
questionable, but it is apparent that some 
effort 
will be made, especially 
if a 


Vietnam cease-fire has been achieved. 
Washington has given no indication how it 
would proceed in a new active diplomatic 
venture, but the role probably would be 
limited to acting as a mediator.' 


The canal is a logical place to seek 


cooperation, not only because resumption 


Effective this coming July 1st, there 


would be a freeze of indefinite duration on 
new Model Cities programs, Urban 
Renewal and grants for water and sewer 
installations, open space installations and 
new community developments. 


HUD, in effect, would be cut back to one 


of its major constituents, the Federal 
Housing Administration, which basically 
is the financial guarantor for medium 
priced, private home building and 
remodeling. 


Swinging the surgeon's scalpel in that 


grand manner is bound to raise a furor 
and 
the Democratically controlled 


Congress is virtually committed to at- 
tempt a piecemeal restoration if it can not 
thwart Nixon's frontal attack in its en- 
tirety. 


The water and sewer grants, for 


example, touch a broad spectrum 
throughout the populace. 


Whatever thoughts the average middle 


class suburbanite may hold about Model 
Cities and Urban Renewal as pouring 
money down the drain, the knowledge that 
a well can be an unpredictable water 
supply and his septic tank is full to 
overflowing are exceedingly close to him. 


Though Nixon is proposing a new 


variety of revenue sharing, one under 
which local communities will have more 
discretion on spending the money, as 
alternates to cancelling HUD's big ticket 
programs, the fireworks are certain to 
erupt. 


Congress views revenue sharing as 


reducing the pork barrel tie between its 
members and the folks back home, and 
nobody outside the Administration's inner 
circle understands how the substitute 
would work. 


While HUD may not suffer to the extent 


its payrollers think it will, some change 
seems inevitable. 


The Boss Man has stated indirectly and 


yet officially what many critics and 
private citizens have pointed out right 
along. 


The Department is too big and too 


loosely put together for its own good, arid 
it has taken on too many experiments 
without adequately thinking through the 
consequences of looking before leaping. 
. A cutback is very much in order. 


of shipping would be a dramatic turn of 
events but because the canal needs much 
work to be operational. Presumably both 
sides would contribute to the reopening 
process. 


There are indications both Cairo and 


Tel Aviv would like to cool hostilities with 
a view toward an eventual attempt to 
settle their differences peacefully. All 
that may be needed is the proper 
diplomatic overture from a third party, 
cleared in advance by both Middle East 
countries. 


Little chance is held for a joint Soviet- 


American initiative in behalf of the Suez. 
Both Mideast opponents have made clear 
their intentions of handling their own 
negotiations when the time is right. That 
time is not yet on the calendar, but it could 
appear soon. . 


The Ocean Cruise 


Many persons think of an ocean cruise 


in a romantic aura, with moonlit nights, 
perpetual dancing in the ship's ballroom 
andan unexcelled opportunity for short or 
lasting romantic interludes. Whatever 


I 
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HST: Big Crises, 


Firm Decisions 


those who take to the sea for an occasional 
vacation find, they keep coming back in 
increasing numbers for more. 


Shipping out on a cruise ship is not the 


relic of the past some may envision it to 
be. The pastime is growing in popularity, 
almost in direct ratio to the accelerating 
pace of daily life. The 1972-1973 season is 
now underway, with more than 1,001) 
cruises beckoning to the seaworthy. 


Some of the offerings obviously are only 


for the wealthy. The President Wilson 
offers one for two costing $100,940, for 
which the lucky pair can spend 95 days 
sailing around the world. At the other end 
of the scale, it is possible to spend several 
days or a week on sea journeys for about 
as little as the same time spent on a high- 
way trip would cost. 


In one respect ocean cruises are not 


much different from other forms of 
vacationing. A British doctor who spent 
35 cruises as a ship's doctor warns that 
many persons in ill health find themselves 
in somewhat worse shape when the 
vacation is over. 


Too much time spent in the ballroom 


and not enough on the sun deck, perhaps. 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


NKWfCKKINK 
KKKKTOALL 
— 1 YearAgo— 


St. Joseph township is just 


waiting for cold weather to 
flood a just completed ice rink 
at Eaton park which will be 
free to skaters. 


Anthony 
LaManlia, 
St. 


Joseph township trustee on the 
park board, last night reported 
to the board on the rink status. 
He said inquiries by township 
residents on the decision by the 
City of SI. Joseph lo levy a 
charge on outsiders to use the 
Whittlesey rink prompted the 
township to build its own rink. 
LaMantia said no charges 
would be made to anyone to 


skate at Eaton park, located on 
Lincoln avenue at 1-94. 


KIRST BABIES 
\V1N1'K1/KS 


—10 Years Ago — 


Two husky, healthy babies 


who arrived 
New Year's 


morning — a boy born to a St. 
Joseph couple and a girl born to 
Coloina parents — today were 
declared winners of the Twin 
Cities annual New Year's Baby 
Derby. 


The boy came in first by 14 


minutes lo win the twin cities 
contest. At 9:25 a.m. yesterday, 
a son weighing 7 pounds, 15 
ounces, was born at Memorial 
hospital to Mr. and Airs. Koberl 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


PHONU LETTER 


DRAWS COMMENT 


Editor, 


As an employe of Cast Mfg. 


Corp., t would like to say that 
never in all my life have I seen 
such 
wasted 
space in a 


newspaper as the space that 
was given to the letter from Mr. 
and Mrs. Edwin Prong. 


Mr. and Mrs. Prong should 


really get more information 


sick never slop coming and our 
doors are ever open. Woe is 
us," the doctors wailed, "the 
.sick come from even 
far 


counties to us to be healed. 
What will we do?" 


Then 
the 
wise men 
of 


medicine gathered themselves 
together for a great assembly 
in the city called 'St. Joseph 
hard by the river of St. Joseph 
that ran through the county 


before they decide to waste called Berrien. 
their energy on a subject they 
know nothing about. 


In the first place, 
the 


Christmas display was not put 
up by the Cast family. It is 
designed and put up every year 
by a retired employe of Cast as 
a living tribute lo a company he 
respected enough to give many 
years of his life to. 


All the employes at Cast 


enjoy the Christmas display — 
it gives them a lift and a special 
Christmas spirit. 


In the second place, the sign 


that is out front at Cast belongs 
to John Piedt & Sons NOT Cast. 


It is really no one else's 


business how an 
individual 


feels toward our Father in 
Heaven. This is a very personal 
thing. I feel the Casts run a 
very honest straightforward 
business with great respect for 
their customers and their 
employes. 


If Mr. and Mrs. Prong have 


nothing better to do than tear 
down beautiful things 
then 


Iheir lives must indeed be sad 
and lonely. 


Barbara Peapples 
1362 Agard Avenue 
Benton Harbor 


TltlBUTKI'KNNKJ) 


TO SJ HOSPITAL 


Kditor, 


I just spent a few days at 


Memorial Hospital where I had 
surgery. 


I wrote this as a small tribute 


to a wonderful hospital: 


And in the county called 


Berrien in those days there 
dwelt men who were wise in the 
many uses of medicine and 
were (rained in the art of 
surgery and also men who were 
wise in the affairs of the heart. 
.These great men were troubled 
and wrung their hands in 
despair, "woe 
is us," 
they 


cried, "we have not room lo 
treat the sick that continually 
come to us for healing. Our 
beds are full and our nurses are 
busy owing for the ill and the 


The wise men of medicine 


and the seers of the city which 
is called St. Joseph discussed 
sundry problems for many 
days. With one accord theso 
men of wisdom came lo the 
conclusion of the whole matter. 


"Let us up and build and 


make room for all the sick who 
come lo us to be treated of 
sundry diseases." And Ihe 
hearts of the men were made 
glad by their discussions on Ihis 
weighty matter. 


Then they called in masons 


and carpenters and plumbers 
and electricians and whosoever 
could build such a building as 
we needed in the city called St. 
Joseph and those worders were 
called lo hasten and make 
ready to build us this building 
hard by the river called St. 
Joseph in the county called 
Berrie'n. 


It was so and the people were 


made glad to see the building 
grow higher and higher. And 
they were all made glad and 
said, "Let us call this building 
'Memorial Hospital.' " And it 
was so and there was much 
rejoicing in the land. 


Now such can come to be x- 


rayed and treated and have 
surgery. And many went on 
their way rejoicing because 
they had been healed of diverse 
diseases. 
But a few were 


saddened because Iheir loved 
ones couldn't be healed. And 
there was sadness in the land 
and the doctors and nurses 


(See page 24, column 1) 


Two Women 
Die In Crash 


TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. 


(AP! — Two Traverse City wo- 
men, one of them pregnant, 
died Tuesday in a car-truck ac- 
cident in nearby Peninsula 
Township. 


Killed were Ruth N. Wysong, 


71, and her niece, Melinda R. 
leighton, 31. 


Baldwin of 304 Park street, St. 
Joseph. The girl champion is 
the daughter nf Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore Kwast of route 1, Box 
:>44, Coloma. She weighed in at 
7 pounds, 11 ounces, at Mercy 
hospital, Benton Harbor, at 
S):M a.m., the only baby born 
New Years Day at Mercy. 


WKAHY HKKLIN 
ISLASTEI) AGAIN 
— 2!l Years Ago — 


Berlin, the KAF's first target 


for 1944, was given its second 
seething bath of fire and bombs 
ol the new year today by 
British airmen who delivered 
(heir UJlh great blow against 
(he charred capital. 


The newest attack came 


while [ires still were burning 
from a 1,000-ton or 
bigger 


ussault (hat was made early 
Sunday and while 
German 


rescue workers still were 
digging dead and injured from 
the ruins. 


PASS RESOLUTION 


— X I Years Ago 


The St. Joseph city com- 


mission has passed a resolution 
approving the sale of liquor by 
the glass until such time as the 
people shall decide otherwise 
by referendum. 


CLOSE STATION 
— 4» Years Ago — 


The local coast guard stalion 


closed Jan. 1, in accordance 
wilh orders received by Capl. 
S. J. Carlsen 
from 
Grand 


Haven. II will be reopened 
April 1. 


OPENS SATURDAY 


— 5» Years Ago — 


The "Jefferson" Ihe finest 


and most completely equipped 
billiard parlor in this section of 
(he slate, will be thrown open to 
Ihe public Saturday. 
The 


Messrs. Paymond and Kam- 
mcr are proprietors. 


PURCHASE BUSINESS 


— SI Years Ago— 


John Duncan purchased the 


grocery business of King and 
Cooper. Mrs. King will remain 
in Mr. Duncan's employ. 


WASHINGTON, D,C. (NBA) 


— For all the lavishness of the 
eulogies heaped upon the fallen 
Harry Truman, many don't 
quite capture the uniqueness 
and full magnitude of his ac- 
complishments. 


Left out of his country's 


highest war and foreign policy 
secrets before he look office in 
1945. he plunged into the tur- 
bulenceof World War II and his 
aftermath and gained immense 
stature as a "foreign policy 
president," 


He was the first man ever lo 


preside over the United States 
In 
an 
era 
when 
by 
cir- 


cumstance its power was truly 
global. 


The unconditional surrender 


of Germany and Japan gave 
him the unprecedented task of 
helping to govern two great 
enemy lands. He used the 
victor's 
resources, 
far- 


sightedly, to rebuild them. 


This went side by side with 


reconstruction aid to our 
western European allies, justly 
celebrated for its massive 
generosity. And with the 
picking up of burdens dropped 
by others (aid to Greece and 
Turkey). 


Lillle remembered is the fact 


that Truman chose to damp 
down rising suspicions over 
our most potent ally, the Soviet 
Union, and extend Ihe offer of 
help lo the whole of Easlern 
Europe as well. The Kremlin 
spurned it, for itself and the 
lands its armies controlled. 


Even without the inclusion of 


Russia and its 
compulsory 


allies, what Truman undertook 
was the greatest managerial 
assignment in history. He may 
have failed as a haberdasher, 
but he rebuilt much of a war- 


shattered world. 


As it this were not enough, he 


brought it all off under sud- 
denly threatening skies. For 
Russia emerged as the ally- 
lurned-enemy. 


When the Kremlin smothered 


Czechoslovakia's last 
free 


breath in 1948. Truman ram- 
med through America's first 
peacetime draft. Then he put 
together the country's 
first 


peacetime defensive alliance — 
the NATO pact. 


Wilh (he East-West struggle 


on in force, Russia tried to 
strangle West Berlin, an allied 
enclave in Ked Territory. 
Truman used American power 
with subtle precision, breaking, 
a stubborn, 11-month economic 
blockade wilh a dramatic 
airlifl. 


But the Kremlin was not 


through pushing. It inspired 
and supported the crude North 
Korean invasion of South 
Korea. 
Whereupon 
Harry 


Truman moved uniquely again, 
quickly thrusting this nation — 
with United Nations backing — 
inlo what was then the largest 
and costliest "limited war" in 
U.S. history. . 


Not many recall that war 


accurately. 
It was not Ihe 


"stalemate" often portrayed. 
After our lerrible retreat 
before North Korea's newfound 
Chinese allies, we drove the 
enemy slowly but steadily back 
inlo Norlh Korean zones. 
Though once more applying our 
power with restraint, we were 
menacing the capital city a 
second time when a Russian 
tapped an American on the 
shoulder at the U.N. and asked 
for armistice talks. Today's 
"truce line" takes a good slice 
of North Korea. 


Are Air Bags 


A Lost Cause 


WASHINGTON 
- The 


violent argument over air bags 
for automobiles offers a good 
example of why the public has 
lost faith in the leaders of both 
public and private institutions. 


' It only happens to be a 
question of life or death, and 
yet, the differences of opinion 
from 
supposedly 
expert 


sources are so marked that 
somebody has to be lying or 
badly mistaken. 


The Department of Tran- 


sportation, 
after 
fiddling 


around with the idea for 
several years, recently ruled 
that 1976 cars must be equipped 
with air bags or a similar 
"passive" device to protect 
passengers against injury or 
death in case of an accident. 
Consumer advocate Ralph 
Nader and the Center for Auto 
Safety, a Nader-related public 
interest group, have long 
pushed for air bags and argued 
they are both necessary and 
feasible. 


But the major domestic and 


foreign auto 
manufacturers, 


with the exception of General 
mm WORLD 


« \m m, HU, IK. ' 


"I'll tell you why I'm leaving you—because f're got a 
college education, and I can't develop my full potential 


doing housework!" 


Motors, promptly protested in 
& Cincinnati Federal court and 
won a delay in implementing 
the new standards. The court 
ordered the Department of 
Transportation to devise and 
issue 
new 
uniform 
test 


specifications for air bags, 
agreeing with the auto makers 
that current tests are neither 
consistent, 
reliable 
nor 


repealable. The court also said 
DOT must wait a "reasonable 
time" after setting up the new 
refined 
tests 
before 


establishing a second deadline 
for the installment of air bags. 


Arid 
the 
American 


Automobile 
Association 


recently issued a 52-page 


, report claiming air bag ef- 


fectiveness in crashes lo be 
limited, charging that the 
failure rate of bags in public 
demonstrations so far has been 
almost 100 per cent, and ac- 
cusing DOT of misleading the 
public. 


In such a heated controversy, 


how is the public to decide 
which argument to believe? Is 
an . air 
bag 
that 
might 


malfunction and cause an 
accident better than no air bag 
at 
all? Are the air bag 


proponents unrealistic or is the 
auto industry merely trying to 
save money? 
; 


Spokesmen for the govern- 


ment, the auto industry, and 
(he two special interest groups 
claim with equal fervor to be 
motivated purely by a desire to 
save human life, yet politics 
and self-interest are clearly 
involved. 


The Federal Government 


acted 
at 
least • partly 
in 


response to political pressure 
from Nader and other con- 
sumer groups. Yet Nader's 
credibility 
has 
slipped 


somewhat lately, as a result of. 
his association with New Left 
politics arid support Cor Sen. 
'George 
McGovern 
for 


President, the inaccuracy and 
bias in his much-ballyhooed 
special study of Congress, and 
his tendency to involve himself 
in more causes and campaigns 
than 
he 
can 
personally 


supervise. 


The AAA, originally meant to 


be a friend of the average, 
automobile driver, acted at 
least partly in response to its 
increasing ties to and sym- 
pathy with the auto .industry. 
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Charter Commission 
Budget, Pay Rate Set 


A 
nine-member 
Benton 


Harbor city charter com- 
mission to be elected Friday 
will operate with a budget of 
$16,350, including a meeting 


pay _rate of $10 per- com- Benton Harbor city com- 
missioner for a maximum of 30 mission, which catagorized the 
"-" 
$16,350 outlay: 


Pay, $2,700 ($300 per member 


based on the $10 for 30 meetings 


meetings. 


Action to approve the budget 


was taken Tuesday by the 


BH Mayor Gives 
Annual Report; 
Suggests Changes 
OC7 
O 


Benton 
Harbor 
Mayor 


Charles F. Joseph, in a "state 
of the city" address during 
Tuesday's city commission 
meeting, called for an ad- 
ministrative services branch to 
assist the commission. 


He also called for a public 


safety director to oversee 
police and fire departments; 
funds for a new or remodeled 
building to house public safety 
personnel; and the closing of 
the Empire avenue (south side) 
fire station. 


The mayor also disclosed 


tha.t 
Madison-Madison, 


International, a Cleveland, 
Ohio, development firm, has 
been named to design a 


• proposed shopping mall on 33 
acres in the city. The site was 
the old fruit market. Joseph 
said Madison-Madison officials 
soon will present information to 
the commission. 


Joseph has mentioned the 


Ohio firm in connection with 
plans for a youth center, but no 
action has been taken by the 
commission in open regular 
session. 


Governmental 
changes 


sought by Joseph were in the 
nature of recommendations, 
that must be approved by the 
commission to take effect. 
Among changes sought are: 


An all out attack against 


crime, including a crime alert 
system, foot or motorbike 
patrols downtown, and a police- 
community relations program 
under a human resources 
department. 


Elimination of some com- 


mittees under the commission, 
keyed to groups termed non- 
functional now. 


An evaluation of. all city 


employes 
and 
salaries, 


wherever possible. 


Joseph 
said 
an 
ad- 


ministrative services branch 
could coordinate community 
and agency activities, do 
research on pending legislation 
at all governmental levels and 
issue public relations news 
releases. 
. Joseph said a public safety 
director would head police and 
fire departments. Each could 
have a chief, but he would be 
accountable to the director. 


By closing the south side fire 


MAYORJOSEPH 
Calls for Changes 


station, Joseph said all services 
would be out of central station. 
Some fire personnel, however, 
would be used to teach first aid 
and work "with other depart- 
ments in responsibility for 
human resources activities," 
said Joseph. 


Changes 
sought 
would 


provide a system of "checks 
and balances" that do not now 
exist 
in 
Benton 
Harbor 


government, according to the 
mayor. He indicated that the 
present city manager form of 
government could fit into the 
changes. 


Joseph cited a long list of 


improvements over his first 
year, and included Model Cities 
and the program's rebuilding 
cE Waukonda avenue. 


SJ Township Okays 
Sewer, Water Pact 


St. Joseph Township board 


Tuesday night voted to approve 
the "Authority 
Operation 


Agreement" which links four 
suburban'units in a common 
sewer and water system. 


The contract means that St. 


Joseph township agrees to 
participate in cost sharing and 
operational aspects of the 
authority. St. Joseph township 
has been a member of the 
authority since its inception in 
1965. 


Other units in the authority 


are 
Lincoln 
township, 


Stevensville and Shoreham. 
• St. Joseph township's ap- 


_ proval Tuesday ended months 
of neogtiations on cost sharing 
and operations. Similar ap- 
proval is required of the other 
participating units. 


The agreement spells out the 


role of the authority in 
negotiations 
with outside 


governmental units seeking to 
connect to present water or 
sewer lines. 


It also sets up the authority 


as the agent between the four 
units and the county Depart- 


ment 
of 
Public 
Works, 


engineers and contractors. 


The authority will also act as 


agent between the four units 
and the city of S. Joseph which 
provides the water and rebates 
a portion of the water charges. 


Included in the agreement 


is the percentage breakdown 
of Hickoy creek sewer in- 
terceptor costs. They 
are: 


Stevensville to Maiden Lane, 
100 per cent by Lincoln town- 
ship; Maiden Lane north to 
Cleveland avenue, 64 per cent 
by Lincoln township and 36 per 
cent by St. Joseph township; 
Cleveland avenue north to St. 
Joseph city limits, 50 per cent 
by each; St. Joseph city limits 
north to treatment plant, 50 per 
cent each; flow meter at 
Maiden Lane, 50 per cent by 
each; flow meter and 
lift 


station at St. Joseph city limits, 
50 per cent each. 


The agreement was ap- 


proved after lengthy debate. 
Trustees discussed possibility 
of extending "tenative" ap- 
proval. But when it came time 
to vote the tentative version 


was struck out of the motion 
and the vote was for formal 
approval. 


Andrew Schmidtman, 
Jr., 


chairman of the St. Joseph 
township library committee, 
reported on negotiations bet- 
ween the county library board 
and the St. Joseph city library 
board on library services for 
St. Joseph township. 


Schmidtman said Philip A. 


Hadsel, Jr., of Miles, chairman 
of Ihe county 1 ibrary boa rd, ha d 
asked the state librarian for a 
ruling regarding St. Joseph's 
decision to accept the township 
penal fine money and charge 
township residents an annual 
fee of $12. The librarian had 
advised Hadsell an attorney 
general's ruling was being 
sought. 
Meanwhile 
some 


$19,000 in penal fine monies is 
being held back, Schmidtman 
said. 


Hadsell in a letter to Sch- 


midtman 
noted 
State 


Librarian Frank X. Scannell 
had advised Schmidtman only 


(See back page, sec. 1, col 5) 


rate); legal and consultant 
fees, $5,000; legal notice prin- 
ting, $2,500: election expense, 
$1,500; and a contingency fund 
of $4,650. 


The city commission agreed 


that the charter revision 
members would meet in the 
commission chambers of the 
city hall. 


City Ally. Samuel Henderson 


said the first meeting under 
existing law must be the second 
Tuesday after (he charter 
commission election, or Jan. 18 
in this case. 


Henderson 
said 
charter 


commission meetings are open 
to the public. He said the first 
business among members will 
be to elect officers to conduct 
meetings. The city clerk, 
however, will serve as clerk of 
the 
charier commission. 


Henderson said 
members 


would not receive their S10 
check for any meeting missed. 


City Manager Don Stewart 


said the budget of $16,350 will 
come from the general fund. 
Stewart said Ihe expense of the 
charter commision was in- 
cluded in the current budget. 


Fourteen candidates are 


vieing for the nine charier 
comission posts in Friday's 
special 
election. 
Citizens 


petitioned to place the charter 
question on the ballot, snd Ihe 
issue 
was 
approved 
in 


November. The proposed new 
charier must be accepted or 
rejected at a future election. 


In other areas, City Com- 


missioner Carl Brown said he 
plans to look community-wide 
/or what he called "racism, 
apathy, and mediocrity," and 
bring these to light whereever 
he 
found 
them. 
Brown 


criticized this newspaper for 
not reporting the "thrust" 
remarks last week. He accused 
1he newspaper of "playing up" 
arguments 
among 
black 


leaders, in apparent reference 
to last week's discussion on 
Model Cities. 


Brown 
Tuesday 
also 


questioned whether Ihe com- 
mission could seek out other 
publications for printing the 
charter commission $2,500 item 
regarding the printing of a 
proposed charier draft as a 
legal notice. Atty. Hendrson 
said the commission prescribes 
what publication will be used, 
but statutes generally call for 
use of an English language 
newspaper that circulates 
widely in the community. 


GETS THANKS: Berrien Circuit Judge Chester J. 
Byrns (left), is presented with a certificate of thanks 
yesterday by president of Benton Harbor Kiwanis club, 
John Wilk. Byrns made his predictions of things to 


come in 197;! at a Kiwanis meeting held in the Benton 
Harbor Holiday Inn, M-13!) at 1-94. The judge said the 
Vietnam war will be over by Kaslcr. (Staff photo) 


Judge Byrns Predicts 


'Golden Year' For U.S. 


BY ROGER WKLSHANS 


Staff Writer 


Berrien Circuit Judge Chester J. Byrns, who said he has an 


80 per cent average for prognostication, predicted 1873 will bo 
a golden year if citizens and government don't become lazy. 


Byrns made his predictions for the coming year yesterday 


afternoon beforea meeting of the Benton Harbor Kiwanis club 
in the Holiday Inn, M-J39, Benton township. 


The judgesaid keeping tabs on world and national events is :> 


hobby, and that he has been making annual predictions for 
Kiwanis since 1956. He indicated newspapers and periodicals 
are his main sources for predictions. 


He qualified his golden-year prognosis by adding the year 


could turn sour if businesses overextend themselves in 
production and inventories, if price controls are dropped, if 
labor demands are too great and if inflation rises above fi per- 
cent. 


On the bright side, Judge Byrns foresees (he end to the 


Vietnam conflict possibly by Jan. 20, inauguration day, and 
surely by Easier. He said bolh -sides will claim victory, hut 
bolh will have lost. He said the war was "impossible to win, 
and if our leaders had seen that 10 years ago, maybe the war 
would already be over." 


The presiding circuit court judge said an invaluable lesson 


American leaders will have learned by the conflict is that U.S. 
government ans society can't be transferred to all the coun- 
tries of the world. 


Other prognostications by Byrns for Ihe coming year in- 


cluded: 


—A recognition by heads of government that federal monies 


alone won't solve the nation's ills. Byrns explained: "You can't 
take a handful of money and throw it at a problem like Stardust 


anil expect the problem to be solved." 


—Increased military spending despite (he enci of the Viet- 


nam fighting. 


—Increased emphasis by our nation's leaders in developing 


cordial foreign relations with communistic and nationalistic 
countries. 


—Loss federal spending on welfare because of an increase in 


jobs due to (he rising economy. 


—Increased state and local taxes to support our educational 


system after property taxes arc dropped as a source of 
revenue. 


Hyrns summarized his predictions for the year by saying 


tliis would be the year our leaders realize this country has 
plenty of its own problems and will start to concentrate on 
solving them more Ihnn dealing with other nations' ills. 


William Alldredge 
Given Promotion 


WILLIAM T. ALLDREDGK 


New Post 


UCF Only $3,741 Short 


Of All- Time Giving Record 


Appointment of William T. 


Alldredge 
to director of 


marketing planning for the 
Whirlpool marketing group 
was announced by Jack D. 
Sparks, Whirlpool Corp. group 
vice president. 


Alldredge will be responsible 


for representing Whirlpool 
marketing throughout the 
corporation 
in 
activities 


relating 
to 
new 
product 


development 
and 
new 


business opportunities and 
coordinating the company's 
long-range marketing plans. 


Alldredge most recently was 


director of financial planning 
and 
analysis. 
He 
joined 


Whirlpool in 1967 after being 
with the product planning and 
marketing departments of 


Ford Motor Co. 


A native of Port Huron, 


Alldredge has bachelor's and 
master's 
degrees 
from' 


Michigan State university. He 
lives with his wife and two 
children in St. Joseph. 
Three Renamed. 
To Lake Twp. 
Review Board 


BRIDGMAN 
— 
Three 


members of the Lake township 
board of review were re- 
appointed last night by (he 
township board. 


Named to one-year terms 


were Arlhur Caeding, Charles 
Keck and Kichard Carpenter. 


MOTORCYCLIST IN.JUHED: Driver of motorcycle, 
Bruce E. Anglin, 17, 3094 Miles avenue, St. Joseph 
township, remained in "fair" condition this morning at 
St. Joseph Memorial hospital with broken wrist, leg 
injuries, and assorted cuts and bruises. Cycle was 
northbound on Miles near Lincoln road in St. Joseph 
township at 2:20 p.m. when southbound car attempted 
left turn into private driveway, state police at Benton 
Harbor post reported. Driver of auto, Roberta A, 
Stevens, 57, 2687 Miles, was ticketed for making an 
improper left turn, according lo troopers. Police said 
cycle skidded 80 feet before impact. (Staff photo) 


United Community Fond today stands only (3,741 short 


of the previous UCF giving record. 


With more than 120,000 m new pledges collected in the 


past two weeks, Campaign Chairman Roy Shoemaker 
announced today that the Untied Fund effort now has a 
total of *3«4^». The UCF record of *S«,300 was 
established in 1970 when Charles W. Johnson was cam- 
paign chairman. 


Shoemaker Mid that he believe* the UCF appeal still 


has the potential to reach nearly WoO,000. He urged UCF 
volunteers to try and conclude all solicitations as soon as 
possible. 
• If Shoemaker's campaigners are able to attain their 


objective of $600,000, the total would represent a 
significant increase over 1971 pledges of $563,338 but still 
would be short of the total UCF had hoped to reach. 


The United Fund allocations committee had originally 


recommended 
a 1972 goal of $609,705. 
However, 


Shoemaker aimotnced that his campaign team would try 
to raise $864,880, the full amount requested by the 45 UCF 
services for 1973 operating funds. 


Two more companies have been announced as winners 


of the UCF Good Neighbor Award for outstanding in- 
creases in giving. The newest winners are New Products 
Corp. and Michigan Cleaners. 


Petition Against Apartments 


Shoreham village councilmen Tuesday night received a 


petition bearing 316 signatures opposing any zoning changes 
for an apartment house complex. 


William Gibbs, 3388 South Lake Shore drive, presented the 


petition asking that any zoning request submitted in con- 
junction with American Homestead Corp., of Kalamazoo, be 
denied. 


The Kalamazoo developers have indicated to St. Joseph 


Township Planning commissioners, they will seek zoning 
variations to build 276 apartments on 19.9 acres of land just 
north of Continental Can Co. The property for the housing 
development is located at the south em edge of Shoreham. 


The village council accepted the petition and placed it on file. 
The Progressive party caucus will be held 7'p. m., Monday, 


Feb. 12 in (he village hall on Brown School road, St. Joseph! 
Terms of three trustees, Lawrence Hauch, Henry Batson and 
John Helslcy, expire this year. None has indicated future 
plans. 


Mrs. Janet Helsley, clerk, said last day lo register for the 


March 12 election is Friday, Feb. 9. 


Building Inspector Harold Morrison reported six new homes 


worth $188,000 and six alteration permits gave Shoreham 
$203,r»o worth of construction for 1972. 
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Berrien Commissioners Elect Mattix 


Juvenile Home Contract Let; 


Pay Increases Granted 


The new 13-member Berrien 


board 
of 
commissioners 


elected Edward Mattix of St. 
Joseph as its chairman, al a 
reorganizational 
session 


Tuesday. 


The board, composed of 10 


members rejected from the old 
2l-member body and three 
newcomers, also took the oc- 
casion to raise the pay of 
county employes an average of 
just over 5 per cent, to hire a 
law firm \o represent the 
county in collective bargaining, 
and to let a $897,000 contract to 
build the new juvenile home. 


Mattix, a Whirlpool Corp. 


executive, after being excorted 
to the chair as new chairman, 
told the commissioners they 
could expect to work harder in 


Iheir committee jobs. 


"As the board has grown 


smaller, the duties of govern- 
ment have grown larger," he 
observed. He also commended 
the other elected county of- 
ficials and the county employes 
as "the ones who make this 
government work." 


Mattix was chosen chairman, 


without opposition, to succeed 
Lad Stacey of Berrien Springs 
Victor Greer of Benton Harbor 
was 
named 
temporary 


chairman to conduct the 
election. 


Aware from some weeks 


already he was a favorile for 
the tp board post, Mattix came 
prepared to announce his 
committee 
appointments 


almost immediately. 


Prosecutor's 
Research Aide 
Is Young, Pert 


Berrien 
county 
com- 


missioners Tuesday met a pert 
24-year-old Detroiter who's the 
Berrien prosecutor's 
office 


newest research assistant, soon 
lo be assistant prosecutor. 


She's Miss Sally Zack, now of 


MISS SALLY ZACK 


.New Assistant 


Stevensville and a December, 
1972, graduate of the Notre 
Dame law school with ex- 
pertise in computers. She'll be 
a research assistant, replacing 
Mrs. Dipen (Raj) Guha, who 
leaves to join her husband at a 
new post out of this area. • 


Miss Zack plans to take her 


slate bar examination in March 
and would then become an 
assistant prosecutor, replacing 
Ronald Moses, who left the 
prosecutor's office recently to 
enter private practice. 


Interviews are on now for an 


assistant prosecutor to replace 
Hugh Black, who started 
Tuesday as new Fifth district 
court judge, according to 
Prosecutor Ronald J. Taylor. 


He also announced Tuesday 


that his office's new chief 
assistant prosecutor is John 
Smietanka, recently the acting 
chief 
assistant. 
Quentin 


Fulcher, the onetime chief 
assistant, as of Tuesday 
becomes the prosecutor's chief 
trial lawyer and head of the 
trial division, Taylor an- 
nounced. 


Atty. Moses Now 
Full Partner In 
Buchanan Firm 


BUCHANAN 
— Berrien 


counly has a new law cor- 
poration and the corporation 
has a new partner today. 


The professional corporaton 


of Desenberg, Moses and 
Desenberg officially succeeded 
the law partnership of Desen- 
berg and Desenberg yesterday, 
according to B.R. Desenberg of 
Buchanan, senior member of 
the firm. 


New partner in the cor- 


poration is Ronald R. Moses, 


28, of St. Joseph lownship, who 
resigned as assistant Berrien 
county prosecutor in November 
to join the firm. 


The senior Desenberg, who 


has bachelor of arts and law 
degrees from the University of 
Notre Dame, has practiced law 
in Buchanan for 36 years. He 
was admitted to practice in 
Michigan in 1933. 


His son, Louis A. Desenberg, 


Joined him in practice in 1970 
after receiving his law degree 
from 
Valpariso, 
Ind., 


university. He also has a 
bachelor's degree from Notre 
Dame. 


Moses was admitted to 


practice in 1971. He has a 
bachelor's degree from Loyola 
university of Chicago and a law 
degree from Valpariso. 


The corporation's office for 


the practice of law is al 118 
Main street, Buchanan. 


New Record* Set 


DEARBORN, Mich. (AP) — 


Greenfield Village and Henry 
Ford Museum attracted more 
visitors in 1972 than ever before 
in their 43-ye*r history, break- 
ing attendance records for the 
second year in a row, according 
to officials. 


Officials said 1.6 million per- 


sons, or 4.1 per ant mere than 
to urn. 


A pay increase totaling some 


$180,000 was approved for all 
county 
employes, 
except 


members of the 
sheriff's 


department and the probate 
and juvenile departments 
which 
have 
their 
own 


bargaining agents. 


The pay increase, averaging 


slightly over 5 per cent for 
some 250 county workers, 
actually contained higher 
percentage raises for employes 
in the lower pay brackcls, 
according to Leslie Fischer, 
county 
affairs 
chairman. 


Workers in thelower pay 
classifications, 
comprised 


mostly 
of 
clerk-typists, 


secretaries and account clerks, 
generally will get raises up to 
10 and 121-, per cent. 


Directors of some of the 


various departments got raises 
as follows: County Coordinator 
Roger Petrie, up $900 to 
$19,400; Planning Director Tom 
Sinn, up $870 to $16,200: Friend 
of the Court George Westfield, 
up $2,018 to $14,118; Tax 
Equalization Director Francis 
Rawlinson, up $715 to $14,833; 
Tax 
Description 
Director 


Michael Callendar, up $533 lo 
511,310. 


Wages for sheriff's depart- 


ment and juvenile department 
personnel will be settled by 
bargaining, 
according 
to 


Fischer. 


The board approved hiring 


the Grand Rapids law firm of 
Miller, Johnson, Snell & 
Commiskey to represent Ihe 
county in collective bargaining, 
at a price of $45 an hour for 
lime spent. 


The board also approved 


awarding a $997,000 contract lo 
the Dosca-Smith construction 
firm of Kalamazoo tor con- 
struction of the new county 
juvenile 
detention 
and 


rehabilitation home at Berrien 
Center. The board approval 
was subject to review of the 
contract by the prosecuting 
attorney. Administration 
Committee Chairman Otto 
Grau said a Dev.. 1 completion 
date is imperative, in order for 
the county to receive a grant 
for operating costs, starting 
Jan. 1, 1973. Disca-Smith was 
low bidder when bids ere 
opened in December. 


The new board chairman 


announced a change in regular 
monthly meeting dates from 
the third Monday of each 
month to the third Tuesday, 
starting at 9:30 a.m. The board 
will meet next on January 16. 


New committees appointed 


yesterday by Chairman Mattix 
are as follows: 


Finance—Lad 
Stacey, 


chairman; Kenneth Wendze); 
Clarence Hodges. 


County 
Affairs—Leslie 


Fischer, chairman; Victor 
Greer; Carl Gnodtke. 


Administration—Otto Grau, 


chairman; Lester Krumrie; 
Frank Poorman. 


Planning and Social Ser- 


vices—Mrs. Nancy Clark, 
chairman; R.J. Burkholz; Bill 
Joseph. 


Chairman Mattix a|so an- 


nounced 
appointment 
of 


Poorman as vice chairman of 
the board and as Ihe board's 
representative to District 8 of 
the state organization of county 
commissioners. 


Mattix 
also 
announced 


formation of a commitlee of 
committees, to be comprised of 
the chairmen of the regular 
committees. 


A letter from the Berrien 


County 
Coordinating and 


Development council was read 
to the board, urging the county 
parks and recreation 
com- 


mission to consider purchase of 
a 20-acre tract in the Grand 
Mere area, adjacent to 22-acre 
nature preserve tract owned by 
a nonprofit conservation group. 
The letter was referred to the 
new planning and social ser- 
vices committee. 


Commissioner Grau reported 


that a {58,278 grant has been 
approved by the state office of 
criminal justice for a prisoner 
rehabilitation program in the 
county jail. A program of 
psychological and academic 
testing, 
and 
educational 


classes 
is 
planned 
for 


prisoner*, and an excrete yard 
i» to be developed. 


NEW SMALLER BOARD: The new 13-member Berrien county board of 
commissioners, down from 21 of last year, held first meeting Tuesday at 
courthouse, St. Joseph. Attending were (front, from left) new Chairman 
Edward Mattix, newest member Clarence Hodges, Lester Krumrie and 


BillJoseph, and Frank Poorman, Leslie Fischer, Victor Greer; (second 
row, from left) R.J. Burkholz, LadStacey, Otto Grau, Kenneth Wendzel, 
Carl Gnodtke and Nancy Clark. (Staff photo) 


Van Buren Deputies Will 
Vote Jan. 9 On Unionizing 


BY STEVE McQUOWN 


Paw Paw Bureau 


PAW PAW — Van Buren 


county officials revealed here 
yesterday 
thai 
sheriff's 


depulies will vote soon on 
whether to unionize. 


County 
Commissioner 


William.Taft of South Haven 
mentioned Ihe union drive 
during a public session of the 
county board. 


The 
drive 
to unionize 


deputies under an affiliate of 
the Teamster's union was later 
confirmed by Sheriff Richard 
Stump and several deputies. 


The deputies, who asked not 


to be identified by name, said a 
vote on whether to form a union 
will be held Jan. 9 at the county 
jail. They said 26 persons are 
eligible at the present time to 
belong to the union. Excluded 
are 
four sergeants, 
four 


lieutenants 
and 
Ihe 
un- 


dershcriff as well as the sheriff. 


Taft said he authorized, the 


hiring of Paw Paw attorney 
Sheldon Rupert to represent 
the 
county 
board 
in 


preliminary negotiations. 


The deputies said that at the 


heart of the issue are wages 
and fringe benefits. 


They said the minimum wage 


of $7,680 yearly, plus $300 for 
ambulance work, is too little to 
support a family. 


They added that it is 


generally felt that the county 
should share a bigger portion of 
hospitalization 
premiums 


which now cost each deputy 
about $30 to $45 each month. 


Also criticized by the depu- 


ties was a lack of longevity 
pay for depulies on the job 
longer then newly-trained and 
hired men. 


The sheriff's 
men 
also 


mentioned a lack of cleaning 
allowances for uniforms and 


daily food allowances they say 
other departments receive. 


The depulies added that the 


move to unionize has been 
under way for about a month, 
and that their proposed union is 
not tied to purported efforts, to 
unionize courthouse clerks. 


Stump confirmed that there 


is no formal longevity pay 
program and computed the 
average salary 'of some 21 
deputies al about $8,097. 


Hanson Will Head 
Van Buren Board 


DONALD HANSON 
Van Buren chairman 


BY STEVE McQUOWN 


Paw Paw Bureau 


PAW PAW — Van Buren 


county commissioners here 
yesterday 
elected 
Com- 


missioner Donald Hanson of 
Hamilton township as their 
board chairman for 1973. 


Hanson was unopposed. He 


was recommended for the post 
by Commissioner William Taft 
of South Haven who served as 


SJ Man Wounded 


A St. Joseph man sustained a gunshot wound to the leg while 


rabbit hunting with a companion yesterday afternoon, state 
police at the Benton Harbor post reported. 


Treated and discharged at Benton Harbor Mercy hospital 


was Bruce Gerlach, 20, of 700i/> Lions Park drive. 


Troopers said Gerlach and a companion, Michael R. 


O'Brien, 20, of 404 LaSalle avenue, St. Joseph, were hunting on 
a farm owned by O'Brien's mother in Van Buren county near 
1-196 at about 3 p.m. 


O'Brien shot at a rabbit, and a stray pellet from his .20 gauge 


shotgun became imbedded in Gerlach's thigh, police said. 


Officers indicated O'Brien would not be charged in con- 


nection with the shooting. 


board chairman for 1972. 


Elected vice-chairman was 


Commissioner Waldo Dick of 
Lawrence. 


For Hanson, il is the third 


time in four years that he has 
been elected by his fellow- 
commissioners 
lo serve as 


board chairman. 


Hanson previously served as 


board chairman for 1970 and 
1971. In November he was re- 
elected to a third, two-year- 
term on the board. 


. Hanson operates a farm in 
Hamilton township and also 
works for Star Patlern in 
Benton Harbor. 


He is 34 years old. 
Dick, the vice-chairman, was 


also elected lo a third term in 
November. He is 65, has far- 
med for 36 years and is a 
member of the Farm Bureau 
and previously served as a 
lownship trustee. 


Yesterday's meeting was the 


first for a nine-man board 
which replaced a I5-man- 


board. 


The 
primary 
order 
of 


business was election of the 
chairman and vice-chairman. 


C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
are 


scheduled to meet again next 
.Tuesday at the courthouse at 
which 
time 
committee 


assignments for the coming 
year are expected to be handed 
out. 


WALDO DICK 


Board vice chairman 


TO FILL TERM 
New Village Clerk 
Sworn In At Lawton 


Niles Police Arrest Two Men 


After Alleged Strong-Armed Robbery 


NILES - Two Niles men 


were arrested by city police 
last night following a reported 
strong-arm robbery in the 
downtown area. 


Charged with larceny from a 


person 
were 
Sylvester 


Harrington, 23, and George 
Miles Jr., 20. Police said Miles 
also 
was 
charged 
with 


possession 
of 
gambling' 


devices. 


Police said the alleged 


robbery happened just before 
midnight in the 100 Mock of 
Main street. 


Wayne 
Henderson 
and 


George Zimmerman, both of 
Niles, told officers that they 
were walking home when they 
were accosted by two men. 


Police said one man grabbed 


Henderson and demanded 
money. Zimmerman attempted 
to escape, police said, bat the 


second man reportedly caught 
him.; knocked him to the 
ground, and took his billfold 
containing about $80. 


The two men were arrested 


minutes later, officers said. 
The 
victims 
provided 


descriptions of their alleged 
assailants, officers said. 


Police said they found Miles 


in possession of numbers slip* 
after hi* arrest. 


LAWTON — Mrs. Bruce 


(Barbara) 
Weurding was 


sworn in here last night as 
Lawton's village clerk. 


Mrs. Weurding, a post office 


employe until she accepted the 
clerk's position, will fill the 
remainder of the unexpired 
term of former Clerk Robert P. 
Russell, 
who resigned 
in 


December. 


She is an unopposed can- 


didate for election in March for 
a one-year term. 


Mrs. Weurding's swearing-in 


came at the conclusion of an 
hour-long council meeting: 


Prior to that, village coun- 


cilmen authorized purchase of 
a tractor costing some $8,400 • 
from Contractor Equipment 
and 
Supply 
company 
of 


Kalamazoo. 


The council discussed but 


. took no action on how to spend 
federal revenue sharing funds 
the .village received for 1X72. 


The village received $16,421 for 
Ihe first half of 1972. 


MRS. BARBARA WEURDING 


Accepts dot's jsfc 


